IIs 1-14 "Oy 


Lalf Sayings, 02 Dying Legacy 


© Mr. Thomas tobbs of Malmesbury, 
Bb.”  Whodeparted this Life on Thurſday, ®D&<gmb:; {68.8 
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i. "Far of Power mviſible feign'd by the mind, or imagined | themſelves by the Fire, and being brought to warnrhim(elf by | 
AL 6. 2m Tales publickly allowed, is Religion; not allowed, | the ſame, may eaſily. conceive there is ſomewhat there which 
1. 18 Superſtirion. - | | | men call fire, and is the cauſe of the heat he teels,/ bur can have 
> {tis with the Myſteries of Religion, as with wholeſom Pills | no Idea of it in his Mind, ſuch as theyþa ethat ſceit: So allo 
x5 "for the Sick, which [wallow'd whole, have the vertue to Cure ; | by the viſible thimgs of this World, and th&ir admirable order, - a 
© ..:-but chew'd, are for the moſt part caſt up again without effect. | man may conceive therg is a cauſe of them which men call God, 


"_ -< | . : 1 iyMi 
= = + Tofay that God hath ſpoken to a manin a Dream, 1s no more | and yet nat have an Tdea or Image of him tn hiy/Mind. 4 


+, than to'lay, he Dreamt that God ſpake to him, | | No Perlons ought { juſtly to die for Religion, as-thoſe th 

| TINS bo fay he hath ſeen a Viſion, or heard a Voice, is to lay that | get their living by it. 

> -: he hath Dreamt between ſleeping and waking. To meaſure Good or Evil by the -Rewargd or Puniſhment af 

25%), *.> © To fayhe ſpeaks by Supernatural Inſpiration, is toſay he finds | ſigned by the Laws of our own Countrey, is like little Children, - 

x. heck an ardent deſire to ſpeak, or ſome ſtrong opinion of himſelf, for | who have no other meaſure of good or ill but\from the corretion 
**-thewhich he can alledge no natural reaſon. of their Parents. | | | 

+. In mattersof Right or Intereſt, where Reaſon is againſta man, | The Church is a Mother-in-law to the Laity, but an own 


. 


_ 


Fr (f F 'a man will be againſt Reaſon. ; | Mother to the Clergy. 
41.0% - Evilmen under pretext that God can do any thing; are (o bold | That the Popiſh Conſecration is no other than Conjuration 
2; astoſay he does every thing that may ſerve their turns. - or Incantation : For when their Pricſts in the Sacrament pretend 


” As for Witches, I think not that their Witchcraft is any-real | to turn the Bread into Chriſt's Body, wiiefeit differ-they from - 
3 power; but yet that they are juſtly puniſhed, for the falſe be- | the Fgyptian Conjurers, who are ſaid go have turn'd'the Rods 
LN 7 . Het the / have that they can do ſuch milchief, joyned with a pur- | into Serpents, and the Water into Bloud ? However, if (as in 
2 | podletoc nitif they could. Be or: - the Sacrament the Bread remain'd Bread ſtill) the Rods had alſo 
2 24% ForPFairies and walking Ghoſts, I think that opinion is taught | remain'd Rods ſtill, and they had nevertheleſs faced down the 
= dnly tokeep in credit the uſe of Exorciſms, Croſſes, and Holy-| King. contrary to his own oaks; that they were Serpents, - 
22>. 'Warter, tolay thoſe Spirits which never were raiſed. what impudent Rogues had theſe been? that had been both 
£27 * The beſt Prophet naturally is the beſt Gueſſer z and the belt| Enchantment and Lying; and ſo is it in Tranſubſtantiation. - / 
*; Gueſfer, be that is moſt vers'd and ſtudied in the matters he] That we might not give too much credit to all pretended 
+ -gyelles at. | | | Miracles, let us examine the many Impoſtures wrought-by Con- 
72: Whatloever we imagine, is Finite: therefore there isno Idea | federacy, wherein we ſhall find, that there is nothing how im--/ 
-, = @Togeeption of any thing we call Infinite. . | | poſlible ſoever to be done, that is impotlible to be believed: 
8” en, we believe another man's Revelation, not. from the| For two men. conſpiring, one to ſeem Lame, and the other ra | 
Kealongf the thing reveal'd, but from the Authority and good | cure him with a Charm, will deceive many 3 but many cone -| | 
- > Xpimon of him to whom it was ſo revealed, then is the Speaker | ſpiring, one to ſeem Lame, another to-cure him, and all the 
=RRrEnbutiaſt the only obje&t of our Faith, and the Honour done | reſt to bear witneſs, will deceive more. , - ol 
5,2%7" 00 Deli ying is done to himonly, and not to him that revealed | © In theſ®@ four things, v5. -Opinien of Ghoſts, Ign | 
41:5 +..dtts. @ on. he contrary, if Livy ſays the Gods once made a Cow | ſecond Cauſes, Devotion towards what men fear, and taking of 
* £25 RE, and we believe it not; herein we diſtruſt not God, | things Caſual for Prognolticks, confiſteth the natural Seed of 
BS OR | | || Religion ; which by reaſon of the different Fancies, Paſtions | 
_ | 3 22m0retsno greater Argument.of Madneſs, than the arroge- and Judgements of ſeveral men, hath grown-up into Ceremo- | 
_* ung encs (elf Inſpiration : for if ſome man in Bedlam, after | nies fo different, that thoſe which are uſed by one man, are. 
 eHag'made a long ſober diſcourſe, ſhould at laſt tell you he | for the moſt part ridiculous to another. - BY 30 
Was Gad the Father, I think you need expe& no further Argu-| That Law which is abſolutely neceffary to Mankind's future 
mentivr; bis Madneſs, - | Happineſs, ought (if the Law-giver be juſt) to be generally 
_ Athat believes a thing, only becauſe it may be ſo; may as| made known unto all men : No one reveal'd. Law was ever 
Well aguot of it, becauſe it may be otherwiſe. made known unto all men 3 Ergo, No one reveald Law is ab- | 
;- Betttainty of Error in any part of a thing, implies a poſlibi- | ſolutely neceſſary to Mankind's future Happinels. 
Error in the whole.  — That God is Almighty Matter. 
\r juit in intelleGu, quod non fait prins in Jenja. That the prime Law of Nature in the Soul of Man, is that of 
When a Pope excommunicates a Kingdom, he may rather be | Self-preſervation. ; gs Fr. a 
ſaid Eexcommunicate himſelf; the Pope being the only loſer | That the Law. of the Civil Magiſtrate, is the only obliging 


ereby. : Rule of Juſt and Unjuſt. £ | 
Demoniacks were no other ) ma mad-men , from| Dreams are the Reverſe of our waking Imaginations 3 the 


gy Jk.io.20. Fe hath a Devil, and is ma motion when we are awake, beginning at one end, and when 
*. us *.C - . = 
m1! [ % a Man that is born blind, hearing men talk of warming | w2 dream, at the other. 
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* deavour by Myſtery and Nonſence to extinguiſh in them both the light of Nature and the Goſpel. 
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| 5ye of the knowledg of Cauſes draws a man from the Conſideration of the Ef- 
mo — the Cauſe, = again the Cauſe of that Cauſe, till of neceſſity he muſt 
come to this thought at laſt, That there-is ſome Cauſe, whereof there is no former 
Cauſe, but is Eternal, which is God ; ſo that it is impoſſible to make any profound en- 
into Natural Cauſes, without believing there is one Eternal God, 


"TH any man think this World without a mind, I ſhall think him without.a mind, 


Nothing is Law, where there are not manifeſt ſigns that it proceedeth from the will of the So- 


_ veraign. 


To be flow in the belieF of Miracles, is not a contempt of Divine Power, but a juſt circum- 


fp<&ion that our Reaſon be not over-reachr. 20 S0Oy : 
' All Devotion ought to- be grounded upon Reaſon, and Truth, elſe it is Will-worſhip, and the 


Sacrifice of Fools. | 

The Dodrine of Original fin, ought to be cautiouſly handled, left when the Bowl wanders 
feom.the Jack, the Biaſs, not the hand that delivers it, be blamed, _ Ny 

So ought the Dorine of Impured Righteouſneſs, leſt a man with a Silken Stockin on a Gouty 
Leg think himſelf well and at eaſe. | 

he Credulous chooſe rather not to doubt, than not to err, 

Diſtance of time impreſſeth falſe Images of things upon the mind, as well as diſtance of place. 
Moſt of the Valuable Opinions of mankind, if you ſearch them in their Originals, being like 
an e£zyprtian Temple, with a magnificent Portico, much Sculpture, and Pitture ; but if you be ad 
mitted into the Pexetralia, to ſee the God, you will fiad but an Ape, or an Aﬀes Head, Fancy or Folly. 

My: Noble Friend my Lord Herbert of Cherbury, had no mean — thought of God when 
he faid, he was like the Sun, that always ſhined unto mankind with the ſame light. 

The Abſurd Opinions, and Evil Lives of the Clergy make them contemptible. 


| 


L} Malmsburienfis Obit, decurſs Lumine vite, 
Qui genus humanum Ingenio Superavit, & omnes 
Preſtrinxit Stellas, exortus uti & thereus Sol, 


is eaſily deceived ; which is the Reaſon that the Planters of falſe Religions; do ſo induſtriouſſy 
keep al true Science from them they intend to impoſe upon. 
There is no Docrine which tendeth to the advancement of the Power Ecclefiaſtical, or- to the: 
reverence, or profit of the Clergy, but the contradiQiqn thereof is by the Church of Zowe made: 
Hereſfie, and puniſhed with Death, | 

I have been bitterly excepted againſt by the Eccleſiaſticks, for making the Civil Power tooe 
large; by the SeQtaries, for taking away _ of Conſcience ; by the Layyers, for ſetting: 
Soveraign Princes above the Laws, wherewith I am not much moved : For theſe men in doing; 
this, do but their own buſineſs, | 

There is nothing but Infinite Power that is not to fear. | 

Every man is bound by nature, as much asin him lyeth, toprote@ in War the Authority byy 
which he is himſelf proteed in time of Peace. 

Ambitious men wade through other mens blood to their own Power. 

Evil Government is like a Tempeſt, may throw down here and there a Fruitfal Tree;. but Civil! 
War, or Anarchy, like a Deluge, would ſweep away all before them. 

A Prince ought to remember that nothing hath been more the agreement of mankind in all Ages;, 
and in all Nations, than this, Tochange their Government, for the Oprefſions and Corruptions init. 

The Majeftas Imperii, and the Salu7 Populi, are always quarrelling, therewants a Deus Terminss iſts 
the World to ſet out the bounds of Dominion, and Obedience ſo clearly, as the paſſions of Prince: 
or People, dare not adventure to leap over, 

Drinking a Glaſs of Wine, he faid, *cis with Truth as it is with excellent Wine, the Drawer}, 
(the Prieſt) is not to fill out the dregs with the purer Liquor. And after another Glaſs, ſpeaking: 
of Government, he cjted the Arcadia. Princes are toremember whom they Govern, Men, Rational: 


All. the changes of Religion in the World may be attributed to one and the ſame Cauſe, unpleaſing. 


Boiefis,, and thoſe not only among Catholicks, but even in that Church that hath preſumed meſt 


apon Reformation. | 
 Menareeafily drawn to believe any thing, from ſuchmen as have gotten.credit with them, and 
can with Gentleneſs, and Dexterity, take hold of their Fear, and Ignorance, 

W hatſoever Power Ecclefiaſticks take upon themſelves (in any place where they are ſubje& to 
dhe State) in their own right, although they call it Gods right, it is but Uſurpation, 

"Tis ſtrange that men, never having ſpoken with God Almighty, nor knowing one more than 
another what he hath ſaid, when the Laws and Preacher diſagree, ſhould ſo keenly follow the 
Miniſter, for the moſt part an Ignorant, though a ready tongued Scholar, rather than the Laws, 
that were made by the King, with the Peers, and Commons of the Land, 

The Papacy is the Ghoſt of the deceaſed Romen Empire, fitting crowned upon the Grave thereof. 

The Pope 15 a Shittle-Cock, kept up by the Differences of Princes. 
| The name of Fulmen Excommunicatienis [that is the Thunderbolt of Excommunication?] procee- 
ded from an imagination of the Biſhop of Rome that firſt uſed it, that he was King of Kings, as the 
—_ hs Jupiter King of the Gods, and affigned him a Thunderbolt, wherewith to ſubdue 
and'puni(h. | | 

Excommunication is-a Sword that hath no other edge but what is given to it by the Opinion of 
him againſt whom it is uſed. 

The Roman Clergy are a Confederacy of Deceivers, that to obtain dominion over other men,en- 


Prieſt-Craft is a ſort of Legerdemain, and the Roman Prieſts are to the reſt of mankind, as the 
Juglers in a Bair to the reſt of the People there, and muſt have mony given them before they 
_ will play their Tricks. 
The Papal Ecclefiaſticks intheir Receipts,accept the mony that the Laicks do; 

to make any paymentit.is in-Indulgences, Maſſes and Canonizations. 
He uſed to cite Themiſtius often, [in his Conſular Oration to Jovinian.]. The flattering Biſhops. 
donot Worſhip God, but the Imperial Purple.. And a Greek ſentence [in Engliſh thus ] A wiſe mans 

ſarisfation, is to.havea Treaſure of hope with the Gods, orelſe not to fear them art all. 


but when they are 


Creatures, who ſoon ſcorn at Follies, and repine at Injuries. Adding of his own, that it was am 
unparallel'd Arrogance, and Fanaticiſm in any one man to believe, that God from Eternity had ap-- 
pointed all Creatures for his Pleaſure, Mem for his Ambition, the women for his Luſt.. And thar- 
the Do@rine of Preces and Lachryme, ought to be diſcreetly handled, leaſt the people believe, they- 
made themſelves S/aves, when they became Chriſtians z and left Princes ſhould (o fir miſtake, as; 
to believe their SubjeQts made up of Knees and Eyes, and no Hands. 

It is impoſſible without Letters for any man to become either excellently wiſe, or ſunleſs his:me-. 
mory be hurt by Diſeaſe or ill Conſtitution of Organs) excellently fooliſh: For words are wiſe menss 
Counters, they do but reckon by them ; but they are the mony of Fools, that value them by. the- 
Authority of an Ariſtotle, a Cicero, or a Thomas. | 

Such Opinionsas are taken upon Credit of Antiquity, are not truly the Judgment of thoſe that 
cite them, but words that paſs (like gaping) from mouth to mouth. | | 

Wealth, like Women, is to be uſed, not loved (Platonickly.) | 

Speaking of the Lawyers, he uſed to jeer them with Gothofred, Inter Landem, & Placentianr non Fe 
ronam verſus ambulare ſolet Ulpianus z, and with Eraſmus, DotFum Genus, hominum indoftorum, 

Opinion, Armed with power, paſles for Reaſon, Law, and Religion. 

It cannot be proved that the Obedience which ſprings from the ſcorn of injuſtice is leſs-accepta+- 
ble to God, than that which proceeds from the fear of reward or hope of benefit. * | 

That which gives to human aQtions the reliſh of Juſtice, is a certain nobleneſs or:gallantneſs off 
Courage,(rarely fonnd) by which a man ſcoras.to be beholden for the contentment of. his life, . to» 
frand or breach of promiſe. 

- Death, is a Leap into the Dark. 

Quid Prodeſt Garrulis Philoſophis, de immortalitate Animorum, de Fortitudine, tam mults preaic 
minimo in periculo palleſcere. 
Et prope ſtans diftat Mors Milli ne metue. | 
When he was dying, he called for his Chair: (in which he dyed) ſaying,. Oportet Philoſophum Sedenz- 


| Y deinde- 


tem morie. 


$i quis morte obit4 ſenſus Tellare ſub ima ef 
Hobbefti gaudent menes ; Nec prandior umbrs: 
Ambulat Elyſium, — ——— 


Fear and Hope ariſing from Ignorance of the Cauſes of Things, are for the moſt part eround- |, 
violent, and in all matters, touching which a man hath great Hope, or great Fear, he| 
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